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1 . The title of tlie invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly Indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to the abstract does not set forth 
the nature and gist of the invention. 

Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

3. Figures 1a,1 b,2 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- 
because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected 
drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should 
be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so 
as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and Informed of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

4. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1, line 7, the phrase "both a ..." does not make sense; the term 
"almost" at line 12 is not positively recited. 



Application/Control Number: 10/554,300 
Art Unit: 2862 



Page 3 



Appropriate correction is required. 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-12,14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by WO 01/77711 A1 (711') or Raynal (4,738,812). 

As to claims 1 ,1 1-12,14, 71 1 or Raynal discloses an apparatus for 
investigating the wall of a borehole in a geological formation, the apparatus 
comprising: a pad 3 having an inside face and an outside face for pressing 
against the wall of the borehole 2 (see fig. 2); a set of measurement electrodes 6 
(M,N) mounted on the outside face of the pad 3 and means for measuring the 
potential difference (26) between two measurement electrodes; a source 
electrode 4 (A) adapted to inject current into the formation; a return electrode 5 
(B1 ,B2), the set of measurement electrodes being situated between the source 
electrode and the return electrode; shielding means which are arranged between 
the source electrode and the measurement electrodes and between the , 
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measurement electrodes and the return electrode, said shielding means being 
flush with or almost flush with the outside face of the pad (Note fig. 4; Fig. 2 in 
Raynal; note whole document). 

As to claims 2-6,, 71 1 discloses that the pad 3 is made from conductive 
material (see claim 5). 

As to claims 7-10, 711 discloses the pad 3 with conductive sheets (note 

fig. 4). 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
711 or Raynal. 

71 1 or Raynal discloses an apparatus for investing the wall of a borehole 
as explained above except for the cavity in the pad for electrical circuits. The 
provision of providing a cavity for the electrical circuits within the pad itself 
involves only routine skill in the art. Consequently, it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
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the device of 71 1 or Raynal to mount circuits in the pad itself since it has been 
held that arranging location of the processing circuits involves only routing skill in 
the art and considered an engineering design selection. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Note PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jay M. Patidar whose telephone number is 
571-272-2265. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thur 7:00-5:30. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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